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Abstract

The present study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of using
Electronic Previews (E-previews) program in developing reading
comprehension skills (RCS) and reading motivation of prep stage
pupils. The participants of the study consisted of 40 EFL 2™ year
prep stage pupils. They were randomly assigned into a treatment
group and a non-treatment group. A quasi—experimental research
design (a pre—-post control group design) was adopted. The
treatment group was taught using E-previews while the non-
treatment group received conventional instruction. Instruments of the
study included a reading comprehension test (RC test) and a reading
motivation scale. After the study was conducted, post-testing was
undertaken and the data obtained were analyzed. Results of the
study were statistically treated. Findings of the study showed that the
participants in the treatment group surpassed the non-treatment
group participants in developing reading comprehension skills and
reading motivation. Finally, the researcher presented a number of
recommendations and suggestions for further research.

Key Words: Electronic Previews program, reading comprehension

Skills, reading mofivation
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Introduction

Reading comprehension is a complex process, involving a variety of
cognitive and linguistic skills. As a result, deficits in any cognitive
ability is important to the comprehension process that can potentially
lead to deficits in reading comprehension performance . (Perfiti &
Stafura, 2014) provide a comprehensive framework for understanding
the processes and skills involved in reading comprehension . Deficits
in comprehension could result from a variety of sources beyond
decoding , including differences in sensitivity to story structure ,
inference making , comprehension monitoring , syntactic processing ,
verbal working memory and oral language skills.

Gambrell (2013) has long been convinced that the central and most
important goal of reading instruction is to foster the love of reading.
The question is: How can we create classroom cultures that support
and nurture children in becoming highly motivated readers ? The
result of a national survey conducted by the National Reading
Research Center revealed that this is a question of great interest to
teachers. It is generally acknowledged that motivation plays a critical
role in learning. It often makes the difference between learning that is
superficial and learning that is deep and internalized. Because of the
powerful influence that motivation plays in literacy learning, teachers
are more interested than ever before in understanding the
relationships that exist between motivation and achievement and in
learning how to help all students achieve the goal of becoming
effective, lifelong readers.

Since reading is an activity that requires sustained interest and

effort, motivation serves as a necessary energizer to engage
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readers’ cognitive skills and leads to a deeper level of
comprehension (Logan et al., 2011; McGeown, Duncan, Grifths, &
Stothard, 2015). .

Reading motivation has also been identified as a significant
characteristic distinguishing good and poor readers (Lau & Chan,
2003). Motivational factors should be given place as well as
cognitive processes to develop reading comprehension skill. This is
because motivational processes play important role in comprehending
text that is read as well as cognitive processes. Reading motivation
consists of internal and external processes that direct individuals to
reading (Wang and Guthrie, 2004). According to Wigfield (2005),
readers should take interest in subject, have an internal reading
desire, have a purpose for reading and have technical skills of
reading so as to comprehend a text. It is very important to have
these qualities that are related to motivational processes for a reader
in terms of both text-reading and performing cognitive processes that
are essential for reading effectively.

The individuals with high internal motivation are zealous for work,
believe in their own abilities, effective and successful readers.
Motivation is related to the relations and activities of individual with
other people and society. Readers, who like sharing and perform
their own duties responsibly in learning groups, have internal
motivation feelings (Akyol, 2010).

Paul (2014) conducted a research, the hypotheses of this study
were the differences in learning outcomes with the use of reading
comprehension PQRST method (preview, question, read ,summarize

test) in the text reading Indonesia subjects were given to students.
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The research was conducted on the seventh grade students of SMP
Negeri 1 Bontomatene Selayar islands regency academic year
2014/2015 and the number of students were 40 pupils. The
research data obtained from the test result of learning to see the
success of student learning after learning method PQRST (preview,
question, read, summarize, test). The results showed that students
who scored above 7() increases. Results of the research showed that
learning reading comprehension in reading texts using PQRST
(Preview, Question, Read, summarize, Test) and without using it
there was a difference in student learning outcomes. PQRST learning
method (Preview, Question, Read, summarize, Test) is effective.
Looking to replace the routine of reading a text book section and
filling out worksheets , the researcher wanted to find a way to get 7"
grade science students engaged in the readings and motivated to the
content , the researcher developed a process called Question, Read,
Connect, Reflect (QRCR). Findings showed that the majority of the
treatment group enjoyed the new reading process , Effort and
motivation increased and gained in identification of main ideas as
well as organization on concept webs were shown .(LeAnn,2014).
Based on what mentioned above and from the results of the pilot
study conducted by the researcher , the significance of E-previews
and its development is clear, and that learning in E—previews classes
is one of the modern methods that can be employed for developing
reading comprehension as it increases pupils’ awareness of their
effective role in their learning by following the lessons by themselves
before coming to the classroom , while the teacher is evaluating and

discussing them about what he learned, presenting it to peers.
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Besides , the study highlights the need to concentrate on using
technology in reading comprehension as a product of learning in the
E-previews classes that are concerned with the application of
technology in learning and as one of the important aspects of
keeping pace with the increasing technological developments in this
era. Hence, the current study used E-previews learning to develop
reading comprehension and reading motivation of prep stage pupils.
Context of the Problem
In spite of the importance of language skills at the preparatory stage,
pupils suffer from weaknesses in their reading performance. This
can be attributed to the prevailing conventional methods of teaching
and traditional activities . Pupils most of the time are rarely required
to read a few words in response to some 'display' questions asked
by the teacher. In addition , They have Ilow reading motivation
.Moreover, the researcher attended and taught some English classes
in some prep schools to make informal observations aiming at
investigating students' reading comprehension  throughout their
answers to the teacher's questions on some reading comprehension
texts and their interactions during classroom activities.
Furthermore, the observation aimed at investigating the methods
followed to teach pupils at this stage The researcher observed that:
1. Pupils lacked motivation to read .In addition, most pupils could not
read correctly and even found difficulty in answering simple open—
ended questions .
2. Some of the problems encountered by the pupils were in
comprehending correct grammatical structures (verb tenses,

interrogative and negative statements ...etc ) and the process of
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engaging text for the purpose of extracting and constructing
meaning.

3. The teacher most of the time controlled the class by directing all
the language production .Most of the time, the teachers were
obsessed with correcting their students' errors. This made the
students passive recipients waiting for direction and afraid of
making mistakes.

4. Teachers gave a feedback about using electronic previews and
its effect on developing reading comprehension , that they did not
use this technique , but they think it may contribute in developing
reading comprehension and reading motivation.

Statement of the problem
From the literature reviewed and the results obtained through the

needs assessment questionnaire, it became obvious to the

researcher the EFL 2™ prep stage pupils lacked reading
comprehension skills and reading motivation. Therefore, the current
study attempted to investigate the effectiveness of using E—previews
in developing reading comprehension skills and reading motivation of

2" prep stage pupils. Accordingly, the researcher assumed the

following:

1) EFL 2" prep pupils lacked in some reading comprehension
skills.

2) EFL 2™ prep pupils lacked in reading motivation.

3) EFL 2" prep pupils lacked enjoying reading.

4) EFL 2" prep pupils lacked valuing reading comprehension for

personal development
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1.1. Objectives of the study

The current study attempted to achieve the following objectives:

1- Constructing electronic previews to develop second year prep
stage pupils' reading comprehension skills.

2- ldentifying the effect of using a program based on electronic
previews in developing second year prep stage pupils’ Reading
Motivation.

Hypotheses

1. There was a statistically significant difference between
means of scores obtained by participants of the treatment
group and the non — treatment one on the post testing of the
reading comprehension in favor of the treatment group.

2. There was a  statistically significant difference between
means of values obtained by the participants of the treatment
group and the non -treatment one on the scale of reading
motivation in favor of the treatment group.

The 1* hypotheses (total score)

The 1% hypothesis predicted that there would be a
statistically significant difference (favoring the treatment
group) between mean scores obtained by the treatment
group and the non-treatment group in the reading
comprehension post —test. In order to verify the validity of the
hypothesis , a statistical analysis of data obtained was
performed using t-test. As shown in table (1), findings of the
study showed that the treatment group achieved a higher

degree of development than the non-treatment group since

3
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t-value (6.82) on the post-testing was significant a(0.01)

level; thus, the 1°* hypothesis was confirmed.

Table (1)
Group participa
nts Mean | SD | t-value | Sig.value | DF | n2
treatment
20 22.55 | 2.04 | 6.82* | 0.00 39 10.85
Non- 20 16.80 | 3.17 | *
treatment

Significant at (0.01) level

Findings of the 2" hypothesis

The second hypothesis predicted that there would be a statistically
difference (favoring the treatment group) between mean values
obtained by the treatment group and the non-treatment group in
developing reading motivation on the post measurement of the
motivation scale. In order to verify the validity of the hypothesis , a
statistical analysis of data obtained was performed using t-test. As
shown in table (2) , findings of the study showed that the treatment
group achieved a higher degree of development than the non-
treatment group since t-value (18.09) on the post measurement of
reading motivation scale was significant at (0.01) level : thus, the 2™

hypothesis was confirmed.
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Table (2)

Group participa

nts Mean | SD | t-value | Sig.valu | DF | n2

e

treatment

20 122.0 | 3.10 | 18.09** | 0.00 39 10.85

0

Non- 20 89.95 | 7.29
treatment

Significant at (0.01) level
Delimitations
The current study was delimited to the following:
1-Two intact classes were selected from second year prep
stage pupils because the program is suitable for their age and
their interests.
2—- Reading sub skills : The research developed the following
reading sub  skills (Scanning & Skimming, Inferring,
Predicting ,Questioning, Guessing the meaning from context, |,
Summarizing).
3— One academic semester ( second term of the academic
year 2020\ 2021) was utilized for implementing the proposed
program.
SIGNIFICANCE
This study is up to date in terms of the fact that it concentrates on
E-previews learning, which has become a necessity in recent years
in various educational levels. According to the researcher’s
knowledge , there are few studies concerned with E—previews. The

significance of the current study stems from providing a guide for
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prep school English teachers to apply learning in E—previews classes
procedurally, the reading comprehension test , and reading
motivation scale , which helps them to measure such aspects and
work on their development. The study also directs the attention of
prep stage school curriculum planners and developers to the
necessity of adopting the use of E-previews in reading
comprehension and reading motivation. This is expected to provide
suggestions for further researchers and helpful measurement tools.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

1. Type of the study
The study is designed using the quasi—experimental design with the
treatment and non-treatment group, which is the frequently used
model in the educational field that aims to establish a cause —and-
effect relationship between an independent and dependent variable.

2. Study Group
The study group was comprised (40) second prep pupils of El-
Shahid Mohamad Hamid girls prep school, Mallawi, EI Minya. The
program was applied in the academic year 2020-2021. This group
was divided into the treatment group (20) who were taught using the
E-previews method and the non-treatment group (20) was taught
using the conventional teaching method. A random sampling
technique was used to select the sample who participated in the E-
previews program.
Guidance and follow-up : in which the following is done:

e Asking questions to ensure that pupils are ready, and to inform

them of the learning material before coming to class.
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e Each pupil presents a report they wrote about what was
learned in the lesson.

e Evaluation : this includes:

e The teacher distributes the worksheets to groups of pupils.

e Discussing the pupils about the questions contained in the
worksheets.

e Directing pupils to follow—up mechanisms for the next lesson.

Data Collection Tools
e The reading comprehension test
The validity of the internal consistency of the test was
verified by administering it to the pilot study sample that
consisted of (20) pupils apart from the main sample of the
study, the correlation coefficients were calculated between the
score of each dimension and the total score of the test.
The Reading Comprehension Test (RCT) ( see appendix G)
Objectives
The RCT was designed by the researcher to :

- measure the identified reading comprehension skills among
second year prep stage pupils before and after using the
program.

- assess pupils’ understanding of the electronic previews
program content and their level of competency in applying what
they learnt in real life situations.

- evaluate the effectiveness of the electronic previews program in
developing the reading comprehension skills and motivation of
second year prep stage pupils.

Construction

[ 536 )
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The reading comprehension test consisted of six parts namely
; skimming & scanning , Inferring , predicting , questioning ,
guessing the meaning from context and summarizing.
Time duration : 90 minutes
Content validity
To establish the content validity of the test , the test with its
table of specifications was distributed to seven TEFL staff
members ( see Appendix F ). The researcher invited the jury
to judge the accuracy of its content in terms of linguistic stating
and practicability.
The maijority of the jury commented as follows:

a) The test was comprehensive and related to the test objectives.

b) The test items were well stated and well organized.

)
)
c) The test items were suitable for the pupils’ academic level
d) The test matched the table of specifications
e) The test was considered a valuable contribution to reading
comprehension texts.
Test validity
In order to establish the validity of the reading comprehension
test, it was administered to a randomly chosen sample of
second prep stage pupils No(50). The pilot study was
conducted at the end of the second term of the vyear
2019\2020.
Internal consistency
To calculate the internal consistency index of the test , the

researcher used the correlation coefficient. Each reading

comprehension sub skill has its internal consistency index
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which ranged from (0.81) to (0.93) and was found acceptable.
Table (1) shows the result.

Table (1)

The Internal Consistency Coefficient Of The Reading

Comprehension Test (N=20)

T —
Correlation
Coefficient Sig.
Test parts | RC skills
Compared to the | Value
Total Score
Part one skimming & scanning 0.81** 0.00
Part two Inferring 0.84** 0.00
Part three | Predicting 0.82** 0.00
Part four questioning 0.89** 0.00
guessing the meaning from
Part five 0.93** 0.00
context
Part six summarizing 0.88** 0.00

*#* Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level
Test Reliability
Alpha-Cronbach
To establish the reliability of the test , the researcher used Alpha-
Cronbach formula. The reliability coefficient was (0.83) and that
value had a statistical significance which showed the reliability of the

test as shown in table ( 2 )
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Table (2)

Alfa-Cronbach’s Reliability Value of the RC Test
Variables Alpha —value P-value
skimming & scanning 0740 0.000
Inferring 0.76** 0.000
Predicting 0.77** 0.000
questioning 0.75%* 0.000
guessing the meaning from context | 0.76** 0.000
summarizing 0.76** 0.000
Total 0.83** 0.000

Motivation scale
The validity of the internal consistency of the scale was verified by
administering it to the sample that consisted of (20) pupils apart from
the main sample of the study, the correlation rates were calculated
between the score of each statement of the scale and the total score
of the dimension that belong to it, the correlation rates between the
score of each statement of the scale and the total score of the scale,
also the correlation rates between the total score of each dimension
and the total score of the scale .
Construction of the Scale
The construction procedures of the Reading Motivation Scale were
as follows:
1) The researcher reviewed the literature available that
illustrated how to construct the Reading Motivation Scale.
2) The researcher used a questionnaire as the instrument to

measure 2" prep stage pupils’ reading motivation.
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3) The Reading Motivation Scale domains were basically
developed from Guthrie (1997) Reading Motivation Scale.

4) The preliminary form of the questionnaire consisted of 44
items classified into three domains i.e. emotional, cognitive
and behavioral.

5) The five—point Likert-scale was used. The alternative
responses were Strongly Agree, Agree, Not Sure, Disagree
, Strongly Disagree.

6) The researcher distributed the questionnaire to a panel of
TEFL staff members at the Faculty of Education, Minia
University; in addition to English supervisors and teachers
at MOE.

7) After validating the questionnaire and following the jury’s
recommendations , the researcher modified (11) items and
omitted (10) ones.

8) The final form of the Reading Motivation Scale contained
(34) items classified into three domains as follows:

a) Domain one (15 items) was for investigating EFL 2
prep pupils’ emotional aspect of motivation towards
reading.

b) Domain two ( 8 items) was for investigating EFL 2
prep pupils’ cognitive aspect of motivation towards
reading comprehension.

c) Domain three ( 11 items) was for investigating EFL 2
prep pupils’ behavioral aspect of motivation towards

reading comprehension.
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9) For the final form of the Reading Motivation Scale , see
Appendix ( H)

Test Duration
Thirty— minutes was assigned for responding to the Reading
Motivation Scale. Time was estimated by calculating pupils’ finishing
time and then taking the average time.
The Scale Validity

1. Content Validity
The researcher contributed the Reading Motivation Scale to a panel
of TEFL staff members at the Faculty of Education, Minia University;
in addition to EFL supervisors and teachers at Mallawi Educational
Administration, MOE ( see Appendix | ) to evaluate its content
validity. The researcher invited the jury to review and examine the
Reading Motivation Scale to judge the accuracy of its statements in
terms of relevance, suitability and linguistic stating.
The maijority of the jury commented as follows:

a) The scale content served in achieving the objectives.

b) The scale statements were well formulated and varied.

c) The scale statements were relevant to their dimensions.

d) The scale was considered a valuable contribution to
literature.

2. Internal Consistency Validity:
The internal validity coefficient was computed by using the Pearson
formula. The questionnaire was computed using the Statistical
Package for Social Science (SPSS). As seen in Table (3) , the

results showed that the value of these items was suitable, highly

consistent and valid for conducting the current study. All the items of
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the scale were statistically significant at the levels (0.01) , which
showed a high internal consistency of the questionnaire and assured
its validity.

Table (5)

The correlation rates of the score of each dimension of the scale and

the total score of the scale (N=20)

Variables R

The emotional aspect 0.98**
The cognitive aspect 0.94**
The behavioral aspect 0.97**
**significant at (0.05) ** significant at (0.01)

3. The Scale Reliability:
Alpha-Cronbach Method:
Alpha-Cronbach formula was used to establish the reliability of the
scale. As shown in Table (5) , the reliability coefficient was (0.94)
which showed a high statistical significance. Therefore, the reliability

of the scale was proved.

Table (6 )
Alpha—-Cronbach’s Reliability Value of the Scale
Variables Alpha -value P-value
The emotional aspect 0.78** 0.000
The cognitive aspect 0.87** 0.000
The behavioral aspect 0.83** 0.000
Total 0.94%** 0.000
** significant at (0.05) ** significant at (0.01)
( ]
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Discussion

Results of study data analysis lead to the following major
findings:

_ The treatment group outperformed the non-treatment group in all
reading comprehension skills due to the implementation of the
proposed E—previews program.

_ The effect size of the proposed E-previews program was evident in
the overall reading comprehension skills and reading motivation.
Results of the study are in line with ( Shen Zhaouha.et al 2004) that
the analysis of data relevant to research hypotheses by using the
Krushall-Wallis test was used to test the hypotheses to determine
whether there were significant differences among the three groups
and showed that there were significant differences among the three
groups , which provided a relatively balanced image of the effects of
previewing and providing background knowledge on EFL reading
comprehension.

The researcher has noticed the following points during the treatment:
_ The attractive and enjoyable animated photos motivated pupils to
learn and helped them to acquire the reading comprehension skills
more easily.

_ Pupils are motivated to learn when they use all senses during the
learning process.

The proposed E-previews program offered animated colored
photos, instant responses and feedback tickets which encouraged
pupils to learn and develop their reading comprehension skills.

_ Visual demonstrations in the program had great impact on

developing reading comprehension skills as pupils read and

[ sa3 ]
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comprehended correctly. ~ Pair and group work encouraged
collaborative learning and motivated pupils to learn.

_ To empower pupils to learn at their own pace at home, in
classroom or anywhere is very beneficial . Pupils had to decide how
they can learn they can install the program on the computer , lab top
, mobile or | Pad.

In addition pupils decided when and where to learn. This supported
autonomous learning.

Recommendations :

- It is recommended to redefine the teachers’ role with regard to
reading comprehension as coach responsible for monitoring
pupil comprehension and encouraging pupil self-monitoring.

- Learners centered approach and autonomous learning should
be adopted in the learning process. Therefore , teaching
materials, tasks, activities and games should be developed in
terms of learners needs.

- The program, the treatment and findings of the current study
should be available to course designers and English language
specialists interested in developing teaching and learning of
the English language.

Suggestions for Further Research

1) The present study can be replicated on a larger sample of EFL
pupils.

2) Investigating the effectiveness of a suggested program based
on the Four-Dimension Model in developing reading

comprehension skills.

—
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3) Investigating the effectiveness of using E—previews program in
developing pupils’ critical thinking sKills.

4) Investigating the effectiveness of using E-previews program in
developing pupils’ meta—cognitive skills.

5) Investigating the effectiveness of using E-previews program in
developing pupils’ reading comprehension.

6) Investigating the effectiveness of using E-previews program in

developing pupils’ reading motivation.

[545}
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